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Intermediate Writing 

 

Comma = ( , ) Use commas for a pause or separation between words. 

Commas clarify and avoid confusion. 

   Examples: 
  The food, by the way, is fantastic!  (separates  phrase) 

  The leader was a nice, honest person.  (separates adjectives) 

  Well, it shouldn’t be long now.  (introductory word) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Complete each sentence using commas correctly. 

1. ________________________, I think, ________________________________________________ 

2. Yes, ____________________________, however, ______________________________________ 

3. ______________________silly, colorful ______________________________________________ 

4. _____________________, a great movie, _____________________________________________  

 

 Be careful, essential words do not need commas. 

Incorrect: The apples, that fell off the tree, were bruised slightly. 

Correct: The apples that fell off the tree were bruised slightly. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Write a paragraph correctly using three different comma rules. (8-10 sentences) 
                           

President Taft was the first president to own a car. He was also the last president to keep a cow at 

the White House for fresh milk. Describe your day as both the president’s milkman and chauffeur. 
 

 

6. Edit and then rewrite each sentence correctly. 
 

 Wow he set the presidential tradition of throwing out the first ball to 

open the baseball season. 

 

 In Jane’s opinion William Taft was a kind hardworking president. 

 Yes he was overweight but Taft walked three miles each day for 

exercise and changed his diet. 

 

 President Taft’s beautiful purebred cow produced eight gallons of milk 

each day for the family. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Remind your teacher of a comma’s purpose and give two examples. (3 sentences) TpT ©The Harstad Collection 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
 

Intermediate Writing 

 

Comma = ( , ) Use commas for a pause or separation between words. 

Commas clarify and avoid confusion. 

   Examples: 
  The food, by the way, is fantastic!  (separates  phrase) 

  The leader was a nice, honest person.  (separates adjectives) 

  Well, it shouldn’t be long now.  (introductory word) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Complete each sentence using commas correctly. 

1. _I saw the planet Neptune_____, I think, _looking through my telescope.___________________ 

2. Yes, _the cookie tasted great_, however, __I need another one to make sure. _______________ 

3. _The painting was a silly, colorful _copy of the Mona Lisa._______________________________ 

4. _The Hounds of Baskerville___, a great movie, _is full of mystery for Sherlock Holmes._________ 

 

 Be careful, essential words do not need commas. 

Incorrect: The apples, that fell off the tree, were bruised slightly. 

Correct: The apples that fell off the tree were bruised slightly. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Write a paragraph correctly using three different comma rules. (8-10 sentences) 
                           

President Taft was the first president to own a car. He was also the last president to keep a cow at 

the White House for fresh milk. Describe your day as both the president’s milkman and chauffeur. 
 

 

6. Edit and then rewrite each sentence correctly. 
 

 Wow, he set the presidential tradition of throwing out the first ball to 

open the baseball season. 

 In Jane’s opinion, William Taft was a kind, hardworking president. 

 Yes, he was overweight, but Taft walked three miles each day for 

exercise and changed his diet. 

 President Taft’s beautiful, purebred cow produced eight gallons of 

milk each day for the family. 

 
 

 

 

7. Remind your teacher of a comma’s purpose and give two examples. (3 

sentences) 

  Commas separate words and sentences as a pause.  Clara wrote an essay, poem, and a speech. Tim, in my        
opinion, is the best player on the team. 

President William Taft 
(1857-1930) 
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