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Writing 

 

Transitions = words that connect sentences and paragraphs. 

             Transitions give flow and clarity to your writing. 

    Examples: 

  First, we set the chairs up in a semi-circle. 

  Then the audience finds their seats. 

  Finally, the ceremony begins promptly at 9:30. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Complete each sentence correctly using transitions. 

1. Once _________________, then____________________________________ 

2. Before ______________________, _________________________________ 

3. For instance, ___________________________________________________ 

4. The sky is ___________________; otherwise, ________________________ 

5. ______________________ especially_______________________________ 

6. Finally, _______________________________________________________ 

 

Transitions are like sandpaper: they smooth and polish your writing. 

 

 

 

 

5. Write a paragraph correctly using three transitions. (6-8 sentences) 
                           

 My cat rolled in the mud; here is how I cleaned Kittles. 
 

 
 

6. The following paragraph is choppy and needs transitions. Add 4-5 transitions, then 
rewrite the paragraph. 

 

       The Golden Gate Bridge is considered one of the Wonders of the Modern World. 

The 1.7 mile bridge across San Francisco Bay was completed in 1937. It has six traffic 

lanes. It has a bicycle and pedestrian lane. The roadway is supported by two cables. 

Each cable is made of 27,572 strands of wires. There are 80,000 miles of wire in the 

main cables. Thirty-eight painters maintain the bridge. As part of its 50
th

 anniversary, 

the entire bridge opened to pedestrians. The weight of 300,000 people caused the 

bowed bridge to flatten. The cost to drive across the bridge is $7.50. 

 

 

Transition Words 

after 
also 
before 
besides 
consequently 
 

despite 
especially 
eventually 
finally 
first 
 

for example 
for instance 
furthermore 
generally 
however 
 

in addition 
in conclusion 
instead 
lastly 
likewise 
 

more  
next 
otherwise 
overall 
rather  
 

so 
then  
therefore 
thus  
usually 

 
 

San Francisco, CA 
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Writing 

 

Transitions = words that connect sentences and paragraphs. 

             Transitions give flow and clarity to your writing. 

    Examples: 

  First, we set the chairs up in a semi-circle. 

  Then the audience finds their seats. 

  Finally, the ceremony begins promptly at 9:30. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Complete each sentence correctly using transitions. 

1. Once _the game begins_, then_we will buy the hot dogs._______________ 

2. Before _the grass sprouts_, _it must be watered thoroughly. ____________ 

3. For instance, _the first batter is called the “lead-off hitter”. _____________ 

4. The sky is _threatening rain_; otherwise, _it’s a perfect day for baseball.___ 

5. _The game is _ especially _close as it enters the ninth inning.____________ 

6. Finally, _the Fremont Gulls have defeated the San Jose Seals. ___________ 

 

Transitions are like sandpaper: they smooth and polish your writing. 
 

 

 

 

5. Write a paragraph correctly using three transitions. (6-8 sentences) 
                           

 My cat rolled in the mud; here is how I cleaned Kittles. 
 

 
 

6. The following paragraph is choppy and needs transitions. Add 4-5 transitions, then 
rewrite the paragraph. 

 

       The Golden Gate Bridge is considered one of the Wonders of the Modern World. 

The 1.7 mile bridge across San Francisco Bay was completed in 1937. It has six traffic 

lanes. In addition, it has a bicycle and pedestrian lane. The roadway is supported by two cables. Each 

cable is made of 27,572 strands of wires; thus, there are 80,000 miles of wire in 

the main cables. Overall, thirty-eight painters maintain the bridge. As part of its 

50
th

 anniversary, the entire bridge opened to pedestrians. Consequently, the 

weight of 300,000 people caused the bowed bridge to flatten. Lastly, the cost to 

drive across the bridge is $7.50. 

 

 

Transition Words 

after 
also 
before 
besides 
consequently 
 

despite 
especially 
eventually 
finally 
first 
 

for example 
for instance 
furthermore 
generally 
however 
 

in addition 
in conclusion 
instead 
lastly 
likewise 
 

more  
next 
otherwise 
overall 
rather  
 

so 
then  
therefore 
thus  
usually 

 
 

San Francisco, CA 


