
 

 

Humor Writing 

 

• Humor = allow the reader to find the humor through your descriptions. 

• What are characters doing that makes it funny? 

Simile – a comparison using like or as. The pizza tasted like an old shoe.  

Metaphor – a comparison not using like or as. The room was a pig sty. 

Hyperbole – an exaggeration. This movie will never end. 

Parody – a humorous imitation. The bear and three Goldilocks. 

 

 

Directions: Read the following excerpt from the book 185 To Go and answer the questions.   

 

  At 10:30 the whole school embarked on a walk to Veterans Grove at 

the town cemetery. We will place little American flags on veterans’ 

graves, say a few brief words, sing a little, and be back in time for lunch: 

tater-tot shish kabob.  

  To keep classes focused and moving forward, the school band used 

their snare and bass drums to give us a marching beat. 

  Boom! … ba-bup bup Boom! … ba-bup bup Boom! 

  Police Chief Pressy pedaled into school on his rickshaw and picked 

up Captain Rick Washington, guest speaker and commander of local American Legion Post #21.  The 

American Legion is a veterans’ organization for military personnel, who served in times of war. They have 

formed clubs all across America over the years and contribute to their local communities through such 

activities as ceremonies, student scholarships, and sporting events. You can always recognize them in a 

parade by their crisp-clean, dark-blue uniforms with matching caps. 

  As the whole school snaked its way through town, many adults stopped what they were doing and 

joined our procession. Like Minutemen dropping their farm rakes to join the Battle of Concord, so too were 

store owners closing their shops and joining us with flags of their own. The whole school and town were 

marching respectfully down Main Street. The cool ocean breeze propelled us forward. 

  As his patriotic duty, Woofy the town dog even helped carry a couple of flags. Woofy usually avoids 

school. He feels it’s too much work to get a leftover sandwich. Kids always expect tricks and obedience in 

return for a treat. Woofy is strictly a free spirit – he has his pride. 

 

 

 

  

            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

Name ____________ 

Date ____________ 

Essay #1: At Veterans Grove, the first graders will perform a patriotic musical in their own unique way. 

(18-24 sentences) 

Essay #2: When the school arrives at the cemetery, how does Woofy contribute to the flag placement 

ceremony?  (14-18 sentences) 
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