
 

 

 

 

 

Expository Writing 

 

• Expository = to explain or describe something. 

• Need strong topic sentence or thesis. 

• Use transition words between sentences and paragraphs: next, because, then, first, 

however, for example, after, besides, begin, since, although, finally… 

 

Directions: Read the following history of Christmas and complete the essays. 
 

Christmas is an annual festival remembering the birth of Jesus Christ. It is a public holiday in 

America, and represents a religious and cultural celebration 

among billions of people around the world. The Christmas 

season offers familiar traditions like Santa Claus, gift giving, 

carol singing, and numerous decorations.  

The origin of Santa Claus is likely based on Greek bishop 

Saint Nicholas. He lived in Turkey during the fourth century 

and was known to be a generous person, caring for children 

and presenting gifts. It was the Dutch, centuries later during 

his festival, who referred to St. Nicholas as Sinterklass. In other countries he is called Father 

Christmas (France), Christmas gnome (Norway), and Grandfather Frost (Russia).  

The origins of Christmas trees, wreaths, and green decorations are likely the remains of an old 

Scandinavian winter solstice festival. The solstice occurs around December 21, when daylight is at 

the shortest point of the year in the northern hemisphere. The decorative green trees and foliage 

symbolize a return to the growing season soon. 

The Puritans, who didn’t believe in celebrations, outlawed Christmas celebrations in Boston in 1659. 

Likewise, Christmas was celebrated less in the United States after the American Revolution, when it 

was considered an English custom. It was not until the mid-1800’s that celebrating Christmas 

became popular again.   

In 1843 with the help of Charles Dickens’ novel, A Christmas Carol, the Christmas spirit was 

revived as a holiday emphasizing family, goodwill, and compassion. Today, many businesses 

depend on Christmas sales, with over $616 billion spent in the United States during the holiday 

season. The average American shopper spends $800 during the holiday season.  

 

Essay #1: Explain how Christmas has transformed over time. Use two examples to support your 

topic sentence. (12-16 sentences) 
 

Essay #2: Today, society has put a lot of emphasis on wanting gifts. Should people make lists of 

their wants, or should they just be grateful for any gift they receive?  Cite two examples in your 

response.  (16-20 sentences)  

  

Name ____________ 

Date ____________ 
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