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Cursive Writing 
World’s Deepest Hole 

 

Directions: Copy the following passages using perfect cursive writing. 
 

 

 

 

 Shape – letters formed according to D’Nealian standard.  

 Size – correct height and width, staying on the line. 

 Spacing – letters and words demonstrate clarity and flow. 

 Slant – words slanted slightly and consistently. 

 

           Who doesn’t want to dig a hole to the center of the earth? 

 In 1970, the Kola Superdeep Borehole was started in 

northwestern Russia. The goal was to see how deep they could go 

for science. The result was a hole 40,230 feet deep. That equals 

7.6 miles (or a brisk walk, non-stop for 2 ½ hours!) So what did 

they learn? 

 The drill was not able to penetrate the earth’s crust; it still 

had 14 miles to go (and 3,815 miles to earth’s center!) It did 

record large quantities of hydrogen gas, as well as discovering the rocks at 4.2 miles deep were soaked with 

water. That is quite deep for water – how did it get there? It is thought this water has never been a part of the 

surface water cycle. 

 

 

 The temperature at this depth was at 356° F. That is also the problem with deep drilling, because heat 

effects drill equipment to the point it stops working. In 1992, the project was considered complete, and the 

site abandoned. 

 Today, a few oil companies drill at these depths. Not only do they drill deep, but they can also drill 

sideways in the same hole to extract oil. 

 The deepest humans go into the earth are the South 

African gold mines. The TauTona Mine is currently the deepest 

at 2.5 miles. The mine has 500 miles of tunnels and employs 

5,600 miners. It takes an hour to get from the surface to the 

bottom tunnel, and the elevators travel at 36 mph. The mine is 

air-conditioned to 85° F, while the bottom rock walls are 140° F! 
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