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Intermediate Writing 
 

Tone = the attitude towards a subject. 

 What is the writer’s mood towards the theme? 

 Tone makes readers feel a certain way. 
 

        Remember: 
 What’s the feeling or emotion? 

Ex. The new car was beautifully crafted and beamed with style. (impressed) 

 
 

 

1. Explain the tone and use because. (1 sentence) 

 

 

 

 

 

a) Mother: We are going on vacation. 

 Daughter: That’s great! 

 

b) Father: We can’t go on vacation. 

 Son: That’s just great. I knew it. 

 

c) Brother: I think I heard something on the roof. 

 Sister: I also heard it, but no one else is here. 
 

 

2. Read the passage from 185 To Go and answer the following questions. 
 

Chirp-chirp, Chirp-chirp. 

Chirp-chirp. In cartoons silence is always filled with the sound of a cricket. 

In Mr. Greene’s classroom, there really is an actual cricket! It was brought 

for show-and-tell by Shrimpy, whose parents decided a pet cricket was much 

safer than his wish for a Komodo dragon. 

Shrimpy was quite proud of his little bug named LePage, in honor of his 

uncle, Gene LePage. As Shrimpy concluded his presentation: “Why Crickets 

Should be in Everyone’s House,” a nervous Mr. Greene announced, 

“Whatever you do, don’t let him out of the cage!” 

But an overly excited Shrimpy thought he heard, “Whatever you do, let’s all 

play with LePage!” A second later the cage door was opened, and in the 

following second LePage was behind a permanent bookcase, vowing never to 

be captured alive.  

a) What is the scene’s tone? (2-3 sentences) 

b) Underline four words or phrases that support the tone. 

c) Without hurting LePage, continue the scene using the same tone.  
                (10-14 sentences) 

 

 

Tone  

admiring 
aggressive 
antagonistic 
cheerful 

 
 

comic 
depressed 
disappointment 
formal 
 

friendly 
gloomy 
happy 
informal 

 

likeable 
mysterious 
negative 
optimistic 
 

persuasive 
pessimistic 
positive 
problematic 
 

respectful 
sad 
sarcastic 
serious  
 

supporting 
trusting 
whimsical 
 
 
  
 
 
 



 

 

ANSWER KEY 
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Intermediate Writing 
 

Tone = the attitude towards a subject. 

 What is the writer’s mood towards the theme? 

 Tone makes readers feel a certain way. 
 

        Remember: 
 What’s the feeling or emotion? 

Ex. The new car was beautifully crafted and beamed with style. (impressed) 

 
 

 

1. Explain the tone and use because. (1 sentence) 

 

 

 

 

 

a) Mother: We are going on vacation. 

 Daughter: That’s great! The tone is happy because the daughter likes the 

idea. 

b) Father: We can’t go on vacation. 

 Son: That’s just great. I knew it. The tone is sarcastic disappointment 

because the son is mocking the father’s words. 

c) Brother: I think I heard something on the roof. 

 Sister: I also heard it, but no one else is here. The tone is mysterious   

because it could be either good or bad news. 

 

2. Read the passage from 185 To Go and answer the following questions. 
 

Chirp-chirp, Chirp-chirp. 

Chirp-chirp. In cartoons silence is always filled with the sound of a cricket. In Mr. 

Greene’s classroom, there really is an actual cricket! It was brought for show-and-

tell by Shrimpy, whose parents decided a pet cricket was much safer than his wish 

for a Komodo dragon. 

Shrimpy was quite proud of his little bug named LePage, in honor of his uncle, 

Gene LePage. As Shrimpy concluded his presentation: “Why Crickets Should be in 

Everyone’s House,” a nervous Mr. Greene announced, “Whatever you do, don’t let 

him out of the cage!” 

But an overly excited Shrimpy thought he heard, “Whatever you do, let’s all play 

with LePage!” A second later the cage door was opened, and in the following 

second LePage was behind a permanent bookcase, vowing never to be captured 

alive.  

a) What is the scene’s tone? (2-3 sentences) The tone is comical because it is 

about a problem the teacher anticipated. The student, Shrimpy, was 

oblivious to the consequences of his little cricket escaping. 

b) Underline four words or phrases that support the tone. 

c) Without hurting LePage, continue the scene using the same tone.  
      (10-14 sentences) 

 

 

Tone  

admiring 
aggressive 
antagonistic 
cheerful 

 
 

comic 
depressed 
disappointment 
formal 
 

friendly 
gloomy 
happy 
informal 

 

likeable 
mysterious 
negative 
optimistic 
 

persuasive 
pessimistic 
positive 
problematic 
 

respectful 
sad 
sarcastic 
serious  
 

supporting 
trusting 
whimsical 

 


