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Suntax

Intermediate Writing

Syntax = positioning words correctly in a sentence.
« This generally means subject + verb + object.
« Poetry has different syntax rules than prose.

Example:
« To the hiking trail we are going. incorrect

K « We are going to the hiking trail. correct /

Writers use correct syntax to emphasize the tone and mood.
Formal writing requires excellent syntax.

» Rewrite the following sentences using better syntax.

1. Going to college will be really enjoyable for me.
2. Forming over warm water are hurricanes.

3. Up the tree ran the cheetah. Down the tree ran the monkey.

4. Turn that music down the music is bothering the guests. .
Ben Franklin

(1705-1790)
5. Have something to eat sit down and get ready.

« Rewrite the following sentences using correct verb tense.

6. We had lived at this address for six years.

7. The musical piece the choir sung was beautiful.

8. She is not interested to buy the silver necklace.

Franklin Stove
more heat, less smoke

« Rewrite the following paragraph with correct syntax.

Benjamin Franklin was a polymath, a person who enjoys many subjects to learn. A Founding
Father, author, printer, politician, scientist, inventor, freemason, postmaster, and diplomat were all done
by Franklin. Famously known Franklin for his experiments with electricity. He also made notable
inventions, inventions like the lightning rod invention, bifocals, and the Franklin stove invention. He

helped Philadelphia create Philadelphia’s first fire department.
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Syntax = positioning words correctly in a sentence.
« This generally means subject + verb + object.
« Poetry has different syntax rules than prose.
Example:
« To the hiking trail we are going. incorrect

K « We are going to the hiking trail. correct /

Writers use correct syntax to emphasize the tone and mood.
Formal writing requires excellent syntax.

» Rewrite the following sentences using better syntax.

1. Going to college will be really enjoyable for me.
I will enjoy going to college.
2. Forming over warm water are hurricanes.
Hurricanes form over warm waters.
3. Up the tree ran the cheetah. Down the tree ran the monkey.
The cheetah ran up the tree while the monkey ran down it.
4. Turn that music down the music is bothering the guests.
Turn down the music! It is bothering the guests. Ben Franklin
5. Have something to eat sit down and get ready. (1705-1790)
Sit down and get ready for something to eat.

« Rewrite the following sentences using correct verb tense.

6. We had lived at this address for six years.
We have been living at this address for six years.
7. The musical piece the choir sung was beautiful.
The musical piece the choir sang was beautiful.
8. She is not interested to buy the silver necklace. Rl
She is not interested in buying the silver necklace. Franklin Stove
more heat, less smoke

« Rewrite the following paragraph with correct syntax.

Benjamin Franklin was a polymath, a person who enjoys many subjects to learn. A Founding
Father, author, printer, politician, scientist, inventor, freemason, postmaster, and diplomat were all
done by Franklin. Famously known Franklin for his experiments with electricity. He also made
notable inventions, inventions like the lightning rod invention, bifocals, and the Franklin stove
invention. He helped Philadelphia create Philadelphia’s first fire department.

Benjamin Franklin was a polymath, a person who enjoys learning many subjects. Franklin
was a Founding Father, author, printer, politician, scientist, inventor, freemason, postmaster,
and diplomat. Franklin was famously known for his electricity experiments. He also made
notable inventions, like the lightning rod, bifocals, and the Franklin stove. He helped
Philadelphia create its first fire department.
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