
 

 

 

 

Name ___________ 

Date ___________ 

                                               © The Harstad Collection  
 

 

 

 

Printing 
Keyboards 

Directions: Copy the following passages using perfect printing. 
 

 

 

 

 Shape – letters formed according to D’Nealian standard.  

 Size – correct height and width, staying on the line. 

 Spacing – letters and words demonstrate clarity and flow. 

 Slant – words slanted slightly and consistently. 

 

  Imagine using a foot pedal every time you wanted to type a new line on an essay or a text message. 

The original typewriter/keyboard purpose was to produce the same, uniform 

lettering. The idea dates back to 1714 with several homemade inventions, but it was 

not until 1867 that the first commercial version became available. The first 

typewriter looked more like a sewing machine, complete with a foot pedal to return 

the carriage to the next line. 

 In the 1940’s, the earliest computers were used to compute large quantities of 

data and a keyboard became a way to input the data. As computers modernized and 

became smaller, so did keyboards. In the late 1970’s, personal computers made their 

debut. Instead of keyboards used exclusively in offices, they were now available for 

home use. 

 

During the 1990’s, keyboard innovations became softer, slimmer, washable, and virtual like the laser 

keyboard. Sales drove keyboard advances, while the typewriter became extinct.  

Why are the letters not in order? 

The QWERTY keyboard made sense when it first came out. (QWERTY because the first letter on the 

keyboard is Q, then W, then E, and so on.) 

In old days when you pushed a typewriter letter, a metal key 

would fly up, hit the ink ribbon creating the letter, and then drop 

back into position. Pushing too many keys quickly jammed the 

typewriter because the keys went to the ribbon at the same time. 

That was the problem: typing too fast jammed the machine. The 

solution was to slow down the typist with inconvenient placement of letters on the keyboard. 
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