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Intermediate Writing 

 

Comma = ( , ) Use commas for a pause or separation between words. 

Commas clarify and avoid confusion. 

   Examples: 
  The car, boat, and train were painted red. (a series) 

  If you like rain, then you may like Alaska. (joins fragments to sentences) 

  The ball was big, and it rolled far. (joins small sentences) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Complete each sentence using commas correctly. 

1. I saw _________________, _________, __________, and ______________________________ 

2. Before ___________________________, we must ____________________________________ 

3. Although ______________________, ______________________________________________ 

4. There was ___________________________, but it____________________________________ 

 

 There are over 10 ways to use commas correctly. Be careful not to separate essential words. 

Incorrect: We went to the movies, because it was a hot day.  

   Correct: We went to the movies because it was a hot day. 
 

 

 

 

 

5. Write a paragraph correctly using three different 

comma rules. (8-10 sentences) 
                           

 The southern California hills are known for 

their petroleum reserves. Explain your role 

as oil production manager at Elk Hills. 
 

 
 

6. Edit and then rewrite each sentence correctly using commas. 
 

 

 

 The geography makes Elk Hills dusty hot and dry most of the year. 

 

 Bakersfield California is a nearby town for oil supplies equipment and worker housing. 

 Pumpjacks extract oil from the ground and their other name is “nodding donkey”.   

 Discovered in 1911 Elk Hills is the seventh most productive oil field in America. 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Write a paragraph using three commas to join these fragments to sentences. (6-8 sentences) 
 

Once oil is found    and it has over 2,300 wells    Since more oil was recently discovered  

TpT ©The Harstad Collection 



 

 

ANSWER KEY 
 
 

Intermediate Writing 

 

Comma = ( , ) Use commas for a pause or separation between words. 

Commas clarify and avoid confusion. 

    Examples: 
  The car, boat, and train were painted red. (a series) 

  If you like rain, then you may like Alaska. (joins fragments to sentences) 

  The ball was big, and it rolled far. (joins small sentences) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Complete each sentence using commas correctly. 

1. I saw _a wolverine_____, _zebras_____, _lions_______, and _two-for-one hot dogs at the zoo. 

2. Before _we have a baseball game __________, we must _practice batting and fielding.______ 

3. Although _it is raining________, _the air show will continue as scheduled.  ________________ 

4. There was a strange sound coming from the car_, but it was fixed by the mechanic. _________ 

 

 There are over 10 ways to use commas correctly. Be careful not to separate essential words. 

Incorrect: We went to the movies, because it was a hot day.  

   Correct: We went to the movies because it was a hot day. 
 

 

 

 

 

5. Write a paragraph correctly using three different 

comma rules. (8-10 sentences) 
                           

 The southern California hills are known for 

their petroleum reserves. Explain your role as 

oil production manager at Elk Hills. 
 

 
 

6. Edit and then rewrite each sentence correctly using commas. 
 

 

 The geography makes Elk Hills dusty, hot, and dry most of the year. 

 

 Bakersfield, California is a nearby town for oil supplies, equipment, and worker housing. 

 Pumpjacks extract oil from the ground, and their other name is “nodding donkey”.   

 Discovered in 1911, Elk Hills is the seventh most productive oil field in America. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

7. Write a paragraph using three commas to join these fragments to sentences. (6-8 sentences) 
 

Once oil is found    and it has over 2,300 wells    Since more oil was recently discovered  
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