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Double Negatives = avoid using two negative words in the same sentence. 

        no, not, never, nobody, no one, none, nothing, neither, can’t, didn’t, won’t… 

Instead, drop a negative or change it to a positive: 
    

 I can’t find my keys nowhere.  (bad) 

 I can’t find my keys.  (good, negative dropped) 

 I can’t find my keys anywhere.  (good, changed a negative to positive) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Rewrite these double negative sentences correctly. 

1. The secret tunnel did not have none of the treasure they wanted. 

2. Jose says he has not seen neither Sarah nor Susan all day. 

3. The pilot can’t find no place to land her plane safely. 

4. We haven’t never seen a tornado that big in Oklahoma. 

5. The hospital won’t allow no more visitors. 

6. There is no way you can do nothing about this. 

7. Playing the kazoo won’t do you no good in the musical competition.  

 

Double negatives are poor grammar and confuse readers.  

They appear as informal, unsophisticated writing. Avoid them! 
 

 

 

 

8. Correct the six double negatives and rewrite the paragraph. 
 

Our family couldn’t wait no longer to visit Niagara Falls. 

Water doesn’t never drain from Lake Eerie into Lake Ontario unless it 

goes over Niagara Falls. Niagara Falls is comprised of not one nor 

two waterfalls, but three. The falls drop 165 feet (16 stories) and don’t 

never freeze unless in extremely cold winters. In 1901 school teacher 

Annie Taylor went over the falls in a barrel. Nobody had never tried it 

before Annie’s stunt. Amazingly, she survived with only minor injuries and responded: “No one 

ought never do that again.” 

  

Niagara Falls 
near Buffalo, NY 
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Double Negatives = avoid using two negative words in the same sentence. 

        no, not, never, nobody, no one, none, nothing, neither, can’t, didn’t, won’t… 

Instead, drop a negative or change it to a positive: 
    

 I can’t find my keys nowhere.  (bad) 

 I can’t find my keys.  (good, negative dropped) 

 I can’t find my keys anywhere.  (good, changed a negative to positive) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Rewrite these double negative sentences correctly. 

1. The secret tunnel did not have none of the treasure they wanted. 
The secret tunnel did not have any of the treasure they wanted. 

2. Jose says he has not seen neither Sarah nor Susan all day. 
           Jose says he has not seen either Sarah or Susan all day. 

3. The pilot can’t find no place to land her plane safely. 
           The pilot can’t find any place to land her plane safely. 

4. We haven’t never seen a tornado that big in Oklahoma. 
           We haven’t ever seen a tornado that big in Oklahoma. 

5. The hospital won’t allow no more visitors. 
          The hospital won’t allow any more visitors.  

6. There is no way you can do nothing about this. 
           There is no way you can do anything about this 

7. Playing the kazoo won’t do you no good in the musical competition. 
           Playing the kazoo won’t do you any good in the musical competition. 
 
 

Double negatives are poor grammar and confuse readers.  

They appear as informal, unsophisticated writing. Avoid them! 
 

 

 

 

8. Correct the six double negatives and rewrite the paragraph. 
 

Our family couldn’t wait any longer to visit Niagara Falls. 

Water doesn’t ever drain from Lake Eerie into Lake Ontario unless it 

goes over Niagara Falls. Niagara Falls is comprised of not one or two 

waterfalls, but three. The falls drop 165 feet (16 stories) and don’t 

ever freeze unless in extremely cold winters. In 1901 school teacher 

Annie Taylor went over the falls in a barrel. Nobody had ever tried it 

before Annie’s stunt. Amazingly, she survived with only minor injuries and responded: “No one 

ought ever do that again.” 

Niagara Falls 

near Buffalo, NY 

 


