
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name _______________ 

Date _______________ 
 

 

__ 

 

                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              TpT © The Harstad Collection 

Writing 

 

Fluff = also called fillers, are unnecessary words or sentences. 

 

     

Bad Examples: 
  And that is my report. I hoped you liked it! 

  That was the best story ever. I really liked it. Everyone should read it. 

  The End. 
 

 

Remember, fluff is like cotton candy: it looks big, but there isn’t much inside.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Rewrite these fluffy sentences using concise, essential words. 

1. A large fly was buzzing around the classroom. It was gigantic, really big, and with big eyes. 

2. Brushing your teeth includes using a toothbrush, toothpaste for the toothbrush, and water. 

3. The snowstorm left a mess of slush, water, snow, ice, and more snow. I really like snow! 

4. The camping tent was unpacked and set up for camping at the best campground ever. 

 Tip: Students use fluff when they run out of things to say. Avoid fluff! Instead use     

      synonyms or think of new ideas by asking who? what? why? when? how? 
 

 

 

 

Clichés are also fluff. They are overused expressions that have lost their meaning. Avoid them!  

 

 

Hi, my name is  woke up on the wrong side of bed  and then I woke up  quiet before the 

storm  lived happily ever after  nerves of steel  made of money  to this day  once upon 

a time  it was dark and stormy night  frightened to death  opposites attract. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How many text messaging clichés can you list? Pick three: _________, _________, _________ 

 

 

 

6. Kim has a meeting with Mrs. Tyler and her associates. She will make a presentation about her 

new clothing line and request financial support from Mrs. Tyler’s apparel company. Help Kim 

rewrite her speech, eliminating fluff and clichés so that she makes a good impression.  

     (8-10 sentences) 
 

Hi, my name is Kim, and I like clothes. I have developed 

a one of a kind clothing line for people of all ages. It’s the best 

clothing style ever! I can’t wait for you to see it because it’s the 

greatest. I brought pictures to show and tell. When you see the 

colors, you will be amazed and tell all your friends. Likewise, 

the type of fabric will knock your socks off. After the 

presentation, I will answer questions. However, there will 

probably be no questions since my clothes are great. All of this 

will make you want to help fund my production line for 

$40,000. I hope you like my presentation! 



 

 

ANSWER KEY 
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Writing 

 

Fluff = also called fillers, are unnecessary words or sentences. 

 

     

Bad Examples: 
  And that is my report. I hoped you liked it! 

  That was the best story ever. I really liked it. Everyone should read it. 

  The End. 
 

 

Remember, fluff is like cotton candy: it looks big, but there isn’t much inside.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Rewrite these fluffy sentences using concise, essential words. 

1. A large fly was buzzing around the classroom. It was gigantic, really big, and with big eyes. 
        A large fly with big eyes buzzed around the classroom. 
2. Brushing your teeth includes using a toothbrush, toothpaste for the toothbrush, and water. 
        Brushing teeth includes the following: toothbrush, toothpaste, and water. 

3. The snowstorm left a mess of slush, water, snow, ice, and more snow. I really like snow! 
        The messy snowstorm left slush, water, ice, and snow. 

4. The camping tent was unpacked and set up for camping at the best campground ever. 
        The tent was unpacked and set up at a great campground. 

 Tip: Students use fluff when they run out of things to say. Avoid fluff! Instead use     

      synonyms or think of new ideas by asking who? what? why? when? how? 
 

 

 

 

Clichés are also fluff. They are overused expressions that have lost their meaning. Avoid them!  

 

 

Hi, my name is  woke up on the wrong side of bed  and then I woke up  quiet before the 

storm  lived happily ever after  nerves of steel  made of money  to this day  once upon 

a time  it was dark and stormy night  frightened to death  opposites attract. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How many text messaging clichés can you list? Pick three: __LOL___, __BFF____, __BTW____ 

_ 

 

 

 
 

6. Kim has a meeting with Mrs. Tyler and her associates. She will make a presentation about her 

new clothing line and request financial support from Mrs. Tyler’s apparel company. Help Kim 

rewrite her speech, eliminating fluff and clichés so that she makes a good impression.  

(8-10 sentences)   Answers will vary. Select students to read their responses and justify their changes. 
 

Hi, my name is Kim, and I like clothes. I have developed a 

one of a kind clothing line for people of all ages. It’s the best 

clothing style ever! I can’t wait for you to see it because it’s the 

greatest. I brought pictures to show and tell. When you see the 

colors, you will be amazed and tell all your friends. Likewise, the 

type of fabric will knock your socks off. After the presentation, I will 

answer questions. However, there will probably be no questions 

since my clothes are great. All of this will make you want to help 

fund my production line for $40,000. I hope you like my presentation! 


