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Paul Revere 
Poetry & Historical Context 

 

Directions: Read the following passages about Paul Revere and answer the questions.  
 

 Paul Revere (1734-1818) – Revolutionary War patriot, silversmith, known for his famous ride. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
               

            Source: Wikipedia  

Questions:              

1. What is the difference between the two passages? (≥3 sentences) The poem explains Revere’s ride through rhymes. It 

gives a sense of urgency and importance. The historical context explains others were also involved. 

2. Who is Longfellow’s target audience in the poem’s opening? (1 sentence) The poem is directed to children. 

3. What will be the signal at the Old North Church? (1 sentence) A lantern will be hung showing how the Redcoats will 

travel: one if by land, two if by sea. 
4. Rewrite the poem’s third stanza in your own words. (≥3 sentences) It is documented and well known that the British 

soldiers fought colonial farmers. The farmers had courage to stand in battle. The farmers were relentless in 

chasing away the British redcoats. 
5. In historical context, what was the purpose of Longfellow’s poem? (1 sentence, use “because”) The purpose was to 

show all Americans their common history because the Civil War was beginning. 

6. Name three other riders on that night. (1 sentence) Other riders included Sybil Ludington, Samuel Prescott, and 

William Dawes. 
7. Why is it good to remember Paul Revere? (1 sentence, use “because”) Paul Revere is worthy of remembrance because he 

stood for liberty during the Revolutionary War and was an important messenger one night in April 17.
 

      

 

“Paul Revere’s Ride” 
By Henry W. Longfellow (excerpts) 

 

Listen, my children, and you shall hear 

Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere, 

On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-Five: 

Hardly a man is now alive  

Who remembers that famous day and year. 
 

He said to his friend, “If the British march 

By land or sea from the town to-night, 

Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry-arch 

Of the North-Church-tower, as a signal-light,-- 

One if by land, and two if by sea; 

And I on the opposite shore will be, 

Ready to ride and spread the alarm 

Through every Middlesex village and farm, 

For the country-folk to be up and to arm.” 
 

You know the rest. In the books you have read, 

How the British Regulars fired and fled,-- 

How the farmers gave them ball for ball, 

From behind each fence and farmyard-wall, 

Chasing the red-coats down the lane, 

Then crossing the fields to emerge again 

Under the trees at the turn of the road, 

And only pausing to fire and load… 
 

The people will waken and listen to hear 

The hurrying hoof-beats of that steed, 

And the midnight message of Paul Revere. 

 

 

 

 

Historical Context 

 

Patriot Paul Revere is best known for his midnight ride to 

alert colonists in April 1775 of approaching British forces, 

before the battles of Lexington and Concord. It was 

dramatized in Henry W. Longfellow's poem, "Paul 

Revere's Ride" (1861). 
 

With the impending Civil War, Longfellow wanted to 

remind Americans of earlier heroes, hoping to unite the 

country by emphasizing common history. Longfellow was 

successful in creating a legend: Revere's importance rose 

significantly in the years following the poem's 

publication.  
 

Fearing the colonists would start a revolution, British 

soldiers marched to confiscate guns and powder from 

local militias. Revere was one of 40 riders that night 

spreading the alarm: “The Regulars are coming!” Other 

patriotic riders included Samuel Prescott, William Dawes, 

Sybil Ludington, and Israel Bissell who rode 345 miles to 

Philadelphia in four days. 
 

British soldiers captured Revere on his ride but later 

released him. He continued onward that night to warn 

John Hancock and help him flee. A few hours later, shots 

were fired in Lexington, and the Revolutionary War 

began. 
 

Parts of the ride route near Boston, Massachusetts are 

posted with signs marked "Revere's Ride", and his journey 
is re-enacted annually. 

 

 

20 
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Date ___________ 
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Questions: 

1. What is the difference between the two passages? (≥3 sentences) 

2. Who is Longfellow’s target audience in the poem’s opening? (1 sentence) 

3. What will be the signal at the Old North Church? (1 sentence) 

4. Rewrite the poem’s third stanza in your own words. (≥3 sentences) 

5. In historical context, what was the purpose of Longfellow’s poem? (1 sentence, use “because”)  

6. Name three other riders on that night. (1 sentence) 

7. Why is it good to remember Paul Revere? (1 sentence, use “because”) 

      

 

“Paul Revere’s Ride” 
By Henry W. Longfellow (excerpts) 

 

Listen, my children, and you shall hear 

Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere, 

On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-Five: 

Hardly a man is now alive  

Who remembers that famous day and year. 
 
 
 
 

He said to his friend, “If the British march 

By land or sea from the town to-night, 

Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry-arch 

Of the North-Church-tower, as a signal-light,-- 

One if by land, and two if by sea; 

And I on the opposite shore will be, 

Ready to ride and spread the alarm 

Through every Middlesex village and farm, 

For the country-folk to be up and to arm.” 

 
 
 

 

You know the rest. In the books you have read, 

How the British Regulars fired and fled,-- 

How the farmers gave them ball for ball, 

From behind each fence and farmyard-wall, 

Chasing the red-coats down the lane, 

Then crossing the fields to emerge again 

Under the trees at the turn of the road, 

And only pausing to fire and load… 

 
 
 

The people will waken and listen to hear 

The hurrying hoof-beats of that steed, 

And the midnight message of Paul Revere. 

 

 

 

 

Historical Context 

 

Patriot Paul Revere is best known for his midnight ride 

to alert colonists in April 1775 of approaching British 

forces, before the battles of Lexington and Concord. It 

was dramatized in Henry W. Longfellow's poem, "Paul 

Revere's Ride" (1861). 

 
 
 
 

 

With the impending Civil War, Longfellow wanted to 

remind Americans of earlier heroes, hoping to unite the 

country by emphasizing common history. Longfellow 

was successful in creating a legend: Revere's 

importance rose significantly in the years following the 

poem's publication.  

 
 
 

Fearing the colonists would start a revolution, British 

soldiers marched to confiscate guns and powder from 

local militias. Revere was one of 40 riders that night 

spreading the alarm: “The Regulars are coming!” Other 

patriotic riders included Samuel Prescott, William 

Dawes, Sybil Ludington, and Israel Bissell who rode 

345 miles to Philadelphia in four days.  

 
 
 

British soldiers captured Revere on his ride but later 

released him. He continued onward that night to warn 

John Hancock and help him flee. A few hours later, 

shots were fired in Lexington, and the Revolutionary 

War began. 

 
 

Parts of the ride route near Boston, Massachusetts are  

posted with signs marked "Revere's Ride", and his 

journey is re-enacted annually. 
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