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Writing 
 

Hyperbole = an exaggeration.                                    (pronounced : hi-per-bowl-lee) 

 

 Use hyperboles sparingly in creative writing to emphasize a point. 

 

        Examples: 

  My backpack weighs a ton.  (emphasizes backpack) 

  I have a million things on my mind.  (what’s emphasized?) 

  It is so hot, I’d travel to the sun to cool off.  (what’s exaggerated?) 
 

 
 

 

 Complete each sentence correctly using hyperboles. 

1. I once ____________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________was so cold____________________________________ 

3. The clown’s makeup_________________________________________________________ 

4. Waiting for the appointment was ______________________________________________ 

 

Tip: Sometimes hyperboles are similes, metaphors, or personifications. The difference is the 

exaggeration. 

The small snail was as fast as a jet. 
 

 

 

 

5. Hyperboles are useful in tall tales. Write a paragraph correctly using three hyperboles about 

Minnesota’s famous Lake Wowzy: “Home of the Big Trout.” (8-10 sentences) 
                           

 

 

 
 

 

6. Add a hyperbole to make each scene more interesting. (1 sentence each) 
 

 The bank line began to move. 

 Aisle 7 at the grocery store is like no other. 

 This time I’ll use my secret fishing bait. 

 Luckily, this was the small trout.  

 

 

 

 

 

7. Answer each question. (1-2 sentences each) 
 

 Name two things hyperbole exaggerates in a story. 

 In a creative essay, how often should you use hyperboles? 

 Why do writers use this type of figure of speech? 
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Writing 
 

Hyperbole = an exaggeration.                                    (pronounced : hi-per-bowl-lee) 

 

 Use hyperboles sparingly in creative writing to emphasize a point. 

 

        Examples: 

  My backpack weighs a ton.  (emphasizes backpack) 

  I have a million things on my mind.  (what’s emphasized?) 

  It is so hot, I’d travel to the sun to cool off.  (what’s exaggerated?) 
 

 
 

 

 Complete each sentence correctly using hyperboles. 

1. I once _ate a chili pepper that was so hot I needed a fire truck to cool me down._________ 

2. _The library _was so cold _that pages in books froze together.________________________ 

3. The clown’s makeup _could be used to paint a house._______________________________ 

4. Waiting for the appointment was _the worst month of my life.________________________ 

 

Tip: Sometimes hyperboles are similes, metaphors, or personifications. The difference is the 

exaggeration. 

The small snail was as fast as a jet. 
 

 

 

 

5. Hyperboles are useful in tall tales. Write a paragraph correctly using three hyperboles about 

Minnesota’s famous Lake Wowzy: “Home of the Big Trout.” (8-10 sentences) 
                           

 

6. Add a hyperbole to make each scene more interesting. (1 sentence each) 
 

 The bank line began to move. 

   It was the thrilling adventure of a lifetime! 
 Aisle 7 at the grocery store is like no other. 

   There is enough food to feed a zoo for a year. 
 This time I’ll use my secret fishing bait. 

   It makes fish jump right into to the boat. 
 Luckily, this was the small trout. 

   People fish with cranes to catch the large ones.  
 

 

 

 

 

7. Answer each question. (1-2 sentences each) 
 

 Name two things hyperbole exaggerates in a story. 
     They can exaggerate a setting or the characters. 

 In a creative essay, how often should you use hyperboles? 
      Hyperboles should be used 1-2 per page of writing. 

 Why do writers use this type of figure of speech? 
      Exaggeration helps readers imagine the scene better. 


