
 

 

 

 

Dialogue Writing 

• What characters are saying, use quotations. 

• New speaker = new paragraph. 

• Good dialogue pattern: 

 - Speaker #1 (one complete sentence) 

 - Speaker #2 (one complete sentence) 

 - Two descriptive sentences. 

 - Repeat pattern 

• Commented, remarked, inquired, replied, responded, asked, shouted, grumbled, said, … 

 

 

Essay #1: Use the dialogue pattern to complete the interesting story. (18-24 sentences)                           

 It was a slow Tuesday night at Peter Peter’s Pumpkin Shop. 

My first customer of the evening just walked through the door. 

“Do you have any pumpkins between the size of a bowling 

ball and a basketball?” inquired the petite mother with two small 

children. 

“Aisle 7, ma’am,” I replied, noticing something peculiarly 

funny about her appearance. 

Working at a pumpkin shop you meet all types of interesting 

people: gardeners, bakers, artists; but this woman looked 

strangely familiar all wrapped up in a black overcoat, two mismatched scarves, and wearing a curly 

green wig. 

 
  

 

Essay #2: Use the dialogue pattern to complete the scene. (10-16 sentences) 

 

“I want a big, happy pumpkin, one with large eyes, but not frightening ones, and a wide mouth 

with many teeth, but not crooked teeth,” informed the five-year old boy with a red slushy mustache. 

“No problem,” Murry responded, trying to remember what exactly he just said. 

Working the pumpkin carving station at the county fair wasn’t exactly his first choice. All the 

volunteers received their assignments by randomly choosing sticks in the fair office. 

“The teeth are looking crooked, mister. Can’t you do any better? The girl last year was much 

better than you – she told jokes,” enlightened the boy, who was now slurping a green slushy.  

“Are you sure you want a pumpkin? I hear the petting zoo is much more fun for kids like you,” 

Murry responded hopeful, but knowing the boy was going to supervise his carving to the very end. 

  

Name ____________ 

Date ____________ 
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