Name
Date

Parentheses & Brackets
Editing

-

Parentheses = () enclose to clarify or give extra information.

« Nils received a nice gift (a car).
 Please read the comments. (They involve you.)
 Dinner will be served (around 5:00) at the wedding.

Commas, colons, or semicolons are used more often than parentheses.

\_

« Edit and rewrite the following sentences. Use parentheses in each sentence.

)

1. stella the girl sitting next to me are an Actress in the comunity theater

2. the ice cream cone Meltd in the hot son its was over 100° F.

3. jumping froggs kepted leeping in to our boat a rowboat with three seats

-

4. ayellow peice of clotheing | think a sweater was left on the play-ground swings Three
headed
5. athreeheaded doll part of gayles strange collection arrive from an Online store doll

~

Brackets = [ ] used for editorial comments, corrections, and clarifications.
Use sparingly; adds something to a sentence that was left out by the writer.

« Ted drove 60 [miles per hour] on the highway.
 She [Della] flew the kite at the beach.
e “The shp [ship] sailed into a storm.” (The original quote had a mistake.)

\_ )

“The leeder [sic] dug a hole.” (sicis Latin; it also shows the original quote had a mistake.)

« Edit and rewrite the following sentences. Use brackets in each sentence.

6. “for score and seven year ago 87 years... is a part of abraham lincolns gettysburg adress

7. “l would like to order a pzza and two sodas” wrote Fran to her assistant.

8. i wished you well on youre journy to see dr Will a dentist,” comented eds father

Gettysburg
Address
1863

9. the News-paper report: “The hawk red tail was releasd back in to it’s natural enviroment.

10. why cant we due the same paint our house gray with the extra paint” askd kate

Hint: Brackets are used mostly to clarify or correct a quotation. OTpT The Harstad Collection



ANSWER KEY

Parentheses & Brackets
Editing

/

Parentheses = () enclose to clarify or give extra information.

« Nils received a nice gift (a car).
« Please read the comments. (They involve you.)
« Dinner will be served (around 5:00) at the wedding.

Commas, colons, or semicolons are used more often than parentheses. /

\_

« Edit and rewrite the following sentences. Use parentheses in each sentence.

1. stella the girl sitting next to me are an Actress in the comunity theater
Stella (the girl sitting next to me) is an actress in the community theater.
2. the ice cream cone Meltd in the hot son its was over 100° F.
The ice cream cone melted in the hot sun. (It was over 100° F.)

-'i '\

3. jumping froggs kepted leeping in to our boat a rowboat with three seats Three-
Jumping frogs kept leaping into our boat (a rowboat with three seats). headed

4. avyellow peice of clotheing | think a sweater was left on the play-ground swings doll

A yellow piece of clothing (I think a sweater) was left on the playground swings.
5. athreeheaded doll part of gayles strange collection arrive from an Online store
A three-headed doll (part of Gayle's strange collection) arrived from an online store.

Brackets = [ ] used for editorial comments, corrections, and clarifications.
Use sparingly; adds something to a sentence that was left out by the writer.

« Ted drove 60 [miles per hour] on the highway.
« She [Della] flew the kite at the beach.
e “The shp [ship] sailed into a storm.” (The original quote had a mistake.) /

.

“The leeder [sic] dug a hole.” (sic is Latin; it also shows the original quote had a mistake.)

« Edit and rewrite the following sentences. Use brackets in each sentence.

6. “for score and seven year ago 87 years... is a part of abraham lincolns gettysburg adress
"Four score and seven years ago [87 years].." is a part of Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address.

7. “l would like to order a pzza and two sodas” wrote Fran to her assistant.
"I would like to order a pzza [sic] and two sodas,” wrote Fran to her assistant.

8. i wished you well on youre journy to see dr Will a dentist,” comented eds father

"I wish you well on your journey to see Dr. Will [a dentist],” commented Ed's father.

Gettysburg
9. the News-paper report: “The hawk red tail was releasd back in to it’s natural enviroment. Address

The newspaper reported: "The hawk [red tail] was released back into its natural environment.” 1863

10. why cant we due the same with the extra paint” askd kate
"Why can't we do the same [paint our house gray] with the extra paint?" asked Kate.

Hint: Brackets are used mostly to clarify or correct a quotation. ©TpT The Harstad Collection



