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Intermediate Writing 
 

Parenthetical Expression = adds extra information to a sentence, separated by commas.  

 Makes writing more interesting and mature. 

 Place your finger over the expression and the sentence still makes sense. 
 

              Examples: 
  The highway, in my opinion, is not suitable for large trucks. 

  Maria, who lives in Alaska, enjoys sled dog racing.  

  The team listens to the coach, Mr. Hopkins. 
 

 

 

 

 

 Careful, sometimes the extra information is essential to the meaning: 

The person holding all the tickets is the contest winner. 
 

 Complete each sentence correctly using parenthetical expressions. 

1. The new automobile, ______________________________, arrived from the factory yesterday. 

2. The director of the play, ________________________, ________________________________ 

3. _________________________, for example, ________________________________________ 

4. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ____________________________________________________________, hoping to save time. 

 

 

6. Write a paragraph correctly using three parenthetical expressions. (8-10 sentences) 
                           

 You are hired to carve another president into the mountain. 

 
 

7. Add a parenthetical expression and rewrite each sentence. (1 sentence each) 

 
 

 

a) My dad just parked our car at Mt. Rushmore. 

b) Workers dangle from ropes to patch cracks in the granite rock, 

preventing decay. 

 

c) Is it just me, or did President Lincoln just blink?  

d) It’s my first day as Mt. Rushmore tour guide. 

 
 

 

 

 

8. Write a paragraph using three parenthetical expressions. (6-8 sentences) 
 

Black Hills, South Dakota  Mt. Rushmore  carved by Gutzon Borglum from 1927-41 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know all appositives are parenthetical expressions? ... now you know. 

Presidents George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,  
Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln. 



 

 

ANSWER KEY 
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Intermediate Writing 
 

Parenthetical Expression = adds extra information to a sentence, separated by commas.  

 Makes writing more interesting and mature. 

 Place your finger over the expression and the sentence still makes sense. 
 

              Examples: 
  The highway, in my opinion, is not suitable for large trucks. 

  Maria, who lives in Alaska, enjoys sled dog racing.  

  The team listens to the coach, Mr. Hopkins. 
 

 

 

 

 

 Careful, sometimes the extra information is essential to the meaning: 

The person holding all the tickets is the contest winner. 
 

 Complete each sentence correctly using parenthetical expressions. 

1. The new automobile, _built in Detroit________________, arrived from the factory yesterday. 

2. The director of the play, _Mrs. Chang____, _has performed in many musicals._____________ 

3. _Tonya___, for example, _makes money babysitting and pet walking.____________________ 

4. _The fish, a rainbow trout, felt cold and slippery. __________________________________ 

5. _The twins bought airline tickets_______________________________, hoping to save time. 

 

6. Write a paragraph correctly using three parenthetical expressions. (8-10 sentences) 
                           

 You are hired to carve another president into the mountain. 

 

7. Add a parenthetical expression and rewrite each sentence. (1 sentence each) 

 
 

 

a) My dad just parked our car at Mt. Rushmore. 

    My dad, Hank Holmes, just parked our car at Mt. Rushmore. 
b) Workers dangle from ropes to patch cracks in the granite rock, 

preventing decay. Workers, Luisa and Theo, dangle from ropes to 

patch cracks in the granite rock, preventing decay. 
c) Is it just me, or did President Lincoln just blink?  

    Is it just me, or did President Lincoln, my favorite, just blink? 
d) It’s my first day as Mt. Rushmore tour guide. 

    It’s my first day as Mt. Rushmore tour guide, a fun summer job. 
 

8. Write a paragraph using three parenthetical expressions. (6-8 sentences) 
 

Black Hills, South Dakota  Mt. Rushmore  carved by Gutzon Borglum from 1927-41 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know all appositives are parenthetical expressions? ... now you know. 

Presidents George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,  
Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln. 


