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Oregon Trail: Over the Mountains 
Inference 

 
 

  Directions: Read the journal excerpts from 1842 Oregon Trail pioneers and answer the questions. 

  

                 The Oregon Trail was one of America’s true adventures. From 1840-1869, over 400,000 pioneers 
made the 2,000-mile journey. They traveled 15 miles a day for 4-6 months. Each spring, eager pioneers 
gathered at Independence, MO to organize a company and wait for the grass to grow. The trail ended 
near Portland, Oregon, but some settlers detoured to California along the way. In 1869, the 
Transcontinental Railroad made the trail obsolete.  

Dividing Group, Leaving on Horses. 

      August 1 – "At Green River another division occurred. About half the original number of wagons was still retained; 

and now a part persisted in cutting up their wagons and making pack saddles, and travelin henceforth with horses."  

Resting at Fort Hall. 

      August 16 – “Heavy rainstorms hindered both parties, who arrived at Fort Hall about the same 

time. Here the emigrants were kindly received by Grant, who sold them flour for half the price paid 

at Laramie, taking inpayment the running-gear of the wagons, which all agreed to dispense with. 

The company remained at Fort Hall ten days.”  

Crossing the Blue Mountains 

      Sept. 8 – “The country over which we have traveled to day is mostly covered with Bunch Grass 

which the Horses are very fond of. We at last found the top of the mountain at a distance we could 

see what we suppose to be the Blue mountains and they struck us with terror their lofty peaks 

seemed a resting place for the clouds. Below us was a large plain and at some distance we could 

discover a tree wheich we at once recognized as the lone tree' of which we had before heard. We 

made all possible speed and at 7 1/2 o'clock the advance party arrived at Tree nearly an hour 

before the cattle. The Tree is a large Pine standing in the midst of an immense plain intirely alone. It presented a truly 

singular appearance and I believe is respected by every traviler through this almost Treeless Country.” 

Arrival at Whitman Mission  

      Sept. 14 – “Arrived at Whitman Mission. Dr. Whitman is a Missionary of the Presbyterian 

Order he has been in the Country six years. He has a very compforable house and is farming to 

a considerable extent. He has a Thrashing Machine & a grinding mill all under one roof driven 

by water power. Many Indians around him. I was never more pleased to see a house or people 

in my life, we were treated by Dr. and Mrs. Whitman with the utmost kindness. We got what 

provision we wanted on very reasonable terms.”  
       Source: Excerpts from 1842 White Party. 
Questions: 

1. How is the company preparing for the mountains in the first two sections? (≥2 sentences) 

They are cutting up their wagons to make pack saddles. They purchase flour and pay with wagon parts. 

2. What are the differences between writing styles in 1842 and today? (≥3 sentences, cite examples) Spelling like “to 

day”; capitalizing common nouns “Pine”; Run-on sentences: a house or people in my life, we were treated 

3. Describe the mood in “Crossing the Blue Mountains”. (≥3 sentences, cite text using quotes) apprehension “the Blue 

mountains and they struck us with terror”; awe at the vastness “a large Pine standing in the midst of an immense 

plain”; appreciation “and I believe is respected by every traviler” 

4. Explain the meaning in context: “I was never more pleased to see a house or people in my life.” (2 sentences) It was 

a long journey over the mountains. They were relieved to see things that make them comfortable. 
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