
 

 

Non-Fiction Writing 

 

• Realism, or non-fiction, is less about imagination and more about  
information, people, or facts. 

 

• It can still be creative or have opinions – just stay on the realistic side. 
 

• Examples: history, biographies, places, events, or reports. 

 

The Tomb of the Unknowns is one of America’s most important memorials. Located in Arlington National 

Cemetery, Virginia, the monument is dedicated to all soldiers 

who died in battle but whose names are unknown. Here lie 

the remains of four servicemen from WWI, WWII, Korean 

War and the Vietnam War. Visitors may silently and 

respectfully view the tomb and changing of the guards. 

Presidents often visit the site to lay a wreath on Veterans and 

Memorial Day. 

Since 1937 the U.S. Army has symbolically guarded the 

tomb 24 hours a day, every day of the year. Tomb guard is 

considered one of the most honored jobs in the army, with 

only astronauts having fewer members. The walking guard does not wear a rank badge, so as not to outrank 

the Unknowns.  

Tomb guards follow a strict walking routine: 21 steps, 21 seconds facing the tomb, 21 seconds of waiting, 

and 21 steps in the next direction. Twenty-one represents the highest symbol in military honor. Guard duty 

lasts a half hour to two hours depending on the time of year. Their badge insignia can be taken away for any 

on or off-duty misbehavior that brings disrespect to the Tomb, even after guards retire from the army. 

It takes an average of six hours for a guard to prepare their wool uniform for one shift. Guards must 

participate in physical training, cut their hair the day before duty, memorize 17 pages of information about 

the cemetery (including punctuation), as well as the location of nearly 300 graves. They must also pass a 

100-question test, as well as a uniform test with fewer than two 1/64” measurement errors. 

 

Essay #1: Why are monuments like the Lincoln Memorial, Iwo Jima flag raising, and Tomb of the 

Unknowns important for America? What do monuments say about us as a country? (10-14 sentences) 

Essay #2: What impresses you most about America and its people? (16-20 sentences) 

Essay #3: What do you think would impress George Washington about America today? Give your top 

three answers.  (18-24 sentences) 

 

  

Name ____________ 

Date ____________ 
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